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Strive Named Small Business of the Year 2009 by GGCC

Strive Business Solutions was named Small Business of the Year 2009 by the Gaithersburg-Germantown Chamber
of Commerce (GGCC). The award was presented to Colette Releford, President of Strive as the GGCC celebrated
their 60™ Anniversary on Thursday, December 3" at their Annual Celebration Dinner & Gala.

The Small Business of the Year Award recognizes small businesses, which are a vital part of our economy and
community. The award will be presented to the small business that demonstrates success, community
involvement, and excellent customer relations.

Strive Business Solutions was started in October 2008. Since then Strive has focused on developing their brand
as a company focused on providing efficiency and growth related solutions to small businesses. Strive has
developed a strong online presence for the company (www.strivebusinesssolutions.com ) by utilizing social media
and Webinars. Recently the company expanded its offering to provide a greater focus on business writing. This
is besides the original core areas of process documentation, risk management products and professional services
consulting.

Colette as President of Strive is involved in several organizations within the community both personally and
professionally. She is a member of the Potomac Alumnae Chapter of Alpha Gamma Delta Women'’s Fraternity
where she does volunteer work related to juvenile diabetes. She is also a board
member of the Association of Professional Business Writers and a member of
the National Black MBA Assoc. DC Chapter, Institute of Facility Managers,
Network Referral Group and UMUC Alumni Organization. Through the GGCC
she is an active member serving on the Events, Gala and Golf committees. She
was also the recipient of the 2009 GGCC Exceptional Volunteer Award. And as
of Dec 1st, Colette is a welcomed addition to the GGCC Board of Directors.

“While my business is new | feel in its first year it has made a positive impact in
the business community. There is a saying that givers gain. | believe | have
worked to develop a company that demonstrates that. While developing new clients | have also looked for ways to
help other businesses as well. | have made several introductions to professional contacts and
provided recommendations and referrals whenever possible,” Colette stated. “By  helping companies to be
stronger through consistency they overall can continue to grow and make the local business market even better.
That to me is true success and what will make Strive a vital and growing business for years to come. In doing so
Strive will be known not just in the local community but nationally which is my long term goal.”




